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Just two years ago, Katie 
Danziger—then a full-time, 
stay at home mom—never 

imagined she would develop a new 
problem- solving product for par-
ents that would take the guesswork 
out of cleanup.  Katie hoped to sell 
her invention to a few friends and 
close up shop. Yet what started out 
as a small mishap, turned into an 
award-winning product and brand 
called Nomie Baby™ – a cozy, 
waterproof, removable and wash-
able car seat cover.

What does ‘Nomie’ mean?
When my older daughter was small, 
she couldn’t pronounce the word 
‘cozy’ so she said ‘nomie’ and that 
name stuck in our family. 

How did you come up with the idea?
My youngest child had spilled for-
mula on her car seat and I tried 

to take the cover off to clean it. 
It was sort of a wrestling process 
and when I finally looked at the 
care instructions, it said, “do not 
machine wash.”  I went online 
to see if there was a bib or some-
thing that I could put over it but I 
couldn’t find anything. There were 
covers, but there were none that 
were waterproof and I thought that 
if my daughter spilled something, 
it would just leak through to the 
existing cover anyway. I knew I 
couldn’t be the only person hav-
ing this problem so I decided to 
make something and sell it to some 
friends and that would be it. The 
more I looked into it, and after 
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We Get Kids in 

Shape for Life

Kids for Life Fitness is a youth 
coaching program for kids 8-18 yrs.

For more information, call 212-545-5310 
or visit www.kidsforlifefi tness.com

Jack & Jill School
209 East 16th Street, NY, NY 10003 

A Community Pre-School Since 1949

CALL (212) 475-0855 FOR INFORMATION     WWW.JACKANDJILLSCHOOL.COM

AGES 2 ½ - 5 ½
• Small Groups • Dedicated Teachers • Music & Movement Classes • Spanish Program
• Early Literacy Curriculum • Computer • Yoga • Indoor Gym/Outdoor Yard • Special Science

OPEN HOUSE TOURS FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS

SAT. NOV. 7TH 10AM - 12:30PM. CALL TO REGISTER.

www.hiartkids.com . 917-318-9499

CHILDREN’S 
ARTS CLASS

BEST

New York Magazine
Best of New York 2000

tots to teens

CULTURE BUGS
Summer Mini Camps

Quick stats: Katie lives in 
Manhattan, has been married for 
17 years to Steve, and has three 
children — Jake, Jilly, and Josie, 
16, 14, 3, respectively. 
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I told some friends, they said, “I 
can’t believe there isn’t anything 
like that — that would be perfect.”

When did the idea turn into a 
business? 
I couldn’t find a material that 
would do everything I wanted it 
to do. I didn’t want it to be plas-
tic, but I wanted it to have the 
waterproof backing and I wanted 
it to be cozy. I finally met some 
people who do fabric sourcing and 
together we developed three fabrics 
that achieved what I wanted. Yet 
because we had to manufacture the 
fabric in China, we couldn’t make 
just 100 hundred yards, we had to 
make thousands of yards. So all of 
a sudden, I realized that if I was 
really going forward with this, it 
was going to be a business.

What were your steps along
the way?  
The first thing I did was talk to 
a patent and trademark attorney. 
I then started working on what I 
wanted the product to look like and 
do, and decided on packaging. Once 
I signed off on the prototypes, it 
took 90 days for it to be made. In 
the meantime, I worked on building 
the website and trying to find some-
one to help me sell it in stores. 

Did you encounter roadblocks 
along the way?
One of the hurdles has been get-
ting people to know what it is so 
that it can sell itself. 

What is the biggest key to your suc-
cess? 
Sticking to two things: making the 
product affordable and being per-
sonally in touch with every single 
customer who buys it and every 
single mommy blog and reporter 
who writes about it.  Many times I 
fulfill the orders myself and write a 
personal note. 

What’s one piece of advice for other 
entrepreneurs? 
There will always be mistakes but if 
you take your time, your mistakes 
will be limited. 

How do you manage the work/life 
balance?
It’s a lot of juggling but one of the 
things I’ve done is to involve my 
family. My older kids, who are incred-
ibly computer savvy, have helped me 
develop promotional materials.  

For more information about Katie 
Danziger and Nomie Baby™, visit 
www.nomiebaby.com.
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In Grandma’s Attic
A creative, fantasy dance program for Ages 2- 16

Call about our Fantasy Ballet Birthday Parties & Grandma’s Ballet Tea Parties!
Accepting Students for Fall Classes

Deborah Bailay, Director
212-726-2362 • parties@ingrandmasattic.com • www.ingrandmasattic.com

....where the world of  ballet comes alive with dancing, fairytales, dress-up and make-believe!

Need a Helping Hand?

Penelope’s People is a boutique caregiver placement agency, specializing in 
child & senior care.  We place only qualified nannies.  We have caregivers 

available to work FT/PT and LI/LO.
FREE REGISTRATION if you sign-up before November 30th, 2009!

          212.444.1313 or info@penelopespeople.com   
        

                                              www.penelopespeople.com
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 Large classroom space
 Truly diverse student body
 Large outdoor play space
 Active parent cooperative
  All teachers have a minimum of 25 years 

teaching experience and a Masters in Early 
Childhood Education

711 Amsterdam Ave. (corner 94th Street)

Thursday, Nov. 19th, 5-6 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 16th, 5-6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 14th, 5-6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 10th, 5-6 p.m.
Thursday, March 4th, 5-6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 13th, 5-6 p.m.
Wednesday, May 19th, 5-6 p.m.

teaches love and respect for all people
balances academic and creative experiences
challenges young minds through investigative and 
open-ended activities

Teaching West Side kids for over 40 years
1/2 day & full-day program for ages 2.8-5 years

Living, Learning. Today & for Tomorrow.

Protection for Your Children 
Security & Dignity for Your Parents  

Peace of Mind for Yourself

•  WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES  
•  HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES 
•  GUARDIAN DESIGNATIONS 
•  ELDER LAW & SPECIAL NEEDS  
•  ASSET PROTECTION & TAX PLANNING

GARDEN CITY: (516) 992-3480  |  MANHATTAN: (212) 242-8300  
WWW.DONLONLAW.COM


